
Our Mission

The Torino Chamber of Commerce 
is a public institution with autonomous 
statute, regulations, management 
and accountability, and relies on 
a flexible, innovation and 
efficiency-based structure.

The mission of the Chamber 
is to foster the growth of the local 
economy and enhance it through 
effective and targeted initiatives, 
speaking on behalf of more than 
237,000 companies working 
in the Province and registered in 
the Torino Chamber of Commerce’s 
Registar of Enterprises.

The Torino Chamber of Commerce 
promotes the local excellencies 
abroad with a focus on the hi-tech 
sectors such as automotive, 
aerospace, IT, nanotech and biotech. 

In order to foster technology transfer, 
the Torino Chamber of Commerce 
coordinates and manages ALPS 
Consortium, a contact point of the 
Enterprise Europe Network, which 
is present in more than 40 countries.

Furthermore the Chamber can count 
on a proprietor network of foreign 
offices based in Eastern Europe, 
the Mediterranean Area, 
Asia and America.

The Torino Chamber of Commerce 
provides both local and foreign 
companies interested in International 
cooperation with 
a full range of services:
• training
• access to local and national
 financing
• support on EU funding schemes,
 research projects, legislation and
 policies
• IPR services
• identification and promotion of
 technology/commercial company
 profiles
• advisory services on international
 trade
• reliability analysis on both local
 and foreign potential partners
• organization of both incoming   
 and outgoing trade missions
• organization and participation 
 in international technology   
 brokerage and b2b events
• data and statistics.

Our services are free, responsive, tailored 
to your needs and totally confidential.

 
 Contact
 Torino Chamber of Commerce Industry
 Crafts and Agriculture
 Via San Francesco da Paola, 24
 10123 Torino ITALY
 Ph.: +39 011 5716363
 Fax: +39 011 5716369
 globus@to.camcom.it
 www.to.camcom.it/en

Energy and environment

Discover Piemonte: a favourable environment
Piemonte, located in northwest 
Italy, right at the heart of Europe’s 
most highly developed core, plays 
an essential role in the nation’s 
economy. Technologically and 
mechanically advanced, it is a land 
of excellence with almost 468,000 
enterprises organized in extremely 
innovative, flexible and efficient 
clusters.

Piemonte counts 1,315 green 
companies whose development 
potential is of strategic importance 
within the overall industrial system.  
Green companies are grouped into 
five categories - renewable energy, 
waste management, water treatment, 
air/noise control, services & consulting 
- and are mainly located in the 
provinces of Torino, Cuneo, 
Novara and Alessandria. 
Green companies account for 
approximately 1% of the industrial 
sector and 2.4% of all manufacturing 
enterprises in Piemonte. 
Energy is the sector with the highest 
number of companies (49.7%), 
followed by waste management 
(19.3%) and water treatment 
(11.6%).

Energy
Main fields of activity: production 
and installation of thermal and 
generating solar panels - sales 
and installation of high-efficiency 
boilers - construction of industrial 
and residential burners for all types 
of gas and electronic control devices - 
consultancy on energy saving and 
efficiency solutions - construction 
and installation of biomass heating 
systems - research and development 
of the production of energy from 
biomasses (bio-methane) - site energy 
consumption monitoring and control 
systems - consultancy and process 
monitoring in biogas systems to 
improve criticalities - green electricity 
from landfill biogas - design of 
biomass gasification systems - 
construction of geothermal systems - 
micro-cogenerators (specialised in 
small-sized systems) - heat pumps.

Waste
Main fields of activity: waste 
treatment service management and 
transformation for use, waste recovery 
and regeneration - waste collection, 
transport and disposal - plastic, paper, 
glass collection and sales - 
environmental reclaiming, 
soil regeneration and environmental 
impact reduction - sludge and 
industrial waste treatment - 
regeneration of spent sulphuric acid - 
software for designing and managing 
door-to-door waste sorting - 
treatment of liquid and solid waste 
containing sulphur.

Green companies in Piemonte
Water
Main fields of activity: water clean-up 
and sewerage treatment service 
management - soil and water 
reclaiming using micro-organisms - 
water cleaning and water board 
management - rainwater, grey water 
and black water collection and 
treatment - water treatment and 
cleaning - point of use and centralised 
systems - filtering systems, 
micro-filtering - chemical absorption - 
UV sterilisation - reverse osmosis - 
softening and purification.

Air/noise
Main fields of activity: construction 
and installation of soundproofing 
structures for industries - construction 
and sales of dehydrator filters for 
vehicle A/C systems and industrial 
refrigeration - air cleaners and filters - 
supply of activated carbon for filters - 
installation and equipment for air 
filtering and dust removal, fume 
extraction and abetment - design and 
on-site installation of industrial and 
residential noise reclaiming works - 
phonometric surveys - noise and air 
quality environmental impact studies - 
HCCP (prevention) and foodstuff 
hygiene - fume and dust abetment 
systems.

Services & consulting
Main fields of activity: energy 
efficiency - noise reduction...

Piemonte Agency is the one stop shop 
to get in touch and make business 
with Piemonte-Italy. The Agency is the 
reference point to come to know about 
the local economic system, to get 
information on business opportunities 
in the area, to find a quality destination 
for direct investment, to discover the 
perfect host for leisure and travel.

The Agency provides a complete range 
of free services to foreign companies 
wishing to locate in the area, searching 
for suppliers and partners in a variety 
of sectors, requiring training in 
international trade and commercial 
strategies, willing to discover 
Piemonte’s tourist vocation.

The Agency matches the regional 
production offer with the needs 
expressed by international markets 
and proposes targeted activities to 
connect highly qualified local 
companies with foreign partners such 
as incoming trade missions for foreign 
business delegations, b2b meetings, 
the participation of Piedmontese 
enterprises to international fairs, 
projects for partners’ research in 
mutual cooperation with other 
international organisations.

Piemonte Agency collaborates with 
foreign companies willing to locate 
in the region sharing knowledge 
of the many opportunities the region 
has to offer. It provides free, 
responsive, tailored assistance 
at every stage of the investment 
project, including aftercare activities.

Contact
Piemonte Agency
Corso Regio Parco, 27
10152 Torino ITALY
Ph.: +39 011 6700511
Fax: +39 011 6965456 
ambiente@centroestero.org
investment@centroestero.org
www.centroestero.org

All information and data on Piemonte’s energy and environment sector are entracted from the survey Le imprese piemontesi del settore ambientale 
by the Torino Chamber of Commerce and Ambiente Italia, 2012.

Facts and figures
– 4.5 million inhabitants
– € 123.4 billion GDP
– € 38.5 billion exports of goods 
 and services
– over 200 public and private 
 R&D centres, 380 laboratories, 
 4 universities, 6 science 
 and technology parks
– 100,000 students enrolled 
 in Piemonte’s universities

1st Italian region for:  
– private investment in R&D
– expenditure on innovation in 
 the manufacturing sector
– hi-tech patents

  in Torino Piemonte
Northwest Italy

The region brings together industrial 
tradition, innovation, leisure and 
entertainment. 
Piemonte is famous worldwide for being 
the cradle of the Italian car industry, 
but it is also home to top class 
companies specialised in aerospace, ICT, 
industrial design, energy & environment, 
life sciences, mechatronics, agro-food, 
fashion and beauty. 

The region is dynamic both in 
industry and in service sectors, 
with a skilled, flexible and versatile 
workforce. 
It hosts research, education 
facilities and competence centres 
of international standing contributing 
to the consolidation of an 
increasingly knowledge-based 
economy and society.
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  Politecnico di Torino
www.polito.it
DENERG - Energy Department 
Main focus on technological innovation, 
efficiency of systems and components 
for the transformation, distribution 
and use of energy. 
In collaboration with Turbocare 
(www.turbocare.com) it created 
the first plant in the world for the 
industrial installation of a SOFC 
stack in trigeneration configuration.

DISAT - Department of Applied 
Science and Technology 
Main lines of research in the energy 
field: electrochemical behaviour of 
batteries and accumulators especially 
on lithium-ion systems for vehicles 
and on hydrogen powered PEMFC; 
new catalytic systems for the treatment 
of flex fuel vehicle emissions; 
environmental impact 
and safety issues of materials, 
processes and plants. 
The electrochemistry group also 
has an innovative dry room for 
lithium system technology. 

The Chilab Laboratory among other 
subjects, deals with nanotechnology 
applications for the development of 
portable energy sources, particularly 
in 3rd generation solar cells, Dye 
Sensitized Cells (DSC), thermoelectric 
and piezoresistive devices. 
The activity is run in collaboration 
with CSHR-IIT (Center for Space 
Human Robotics - Italian Institute 
of Technology).

MAIN FUNDED PROJECTS
Gas HighWay. A project funded by the IEE European Programme for promoting the use of natural gas and bio-methane for 
transport applications in Europe. Partners include CRF, Hysylab, Politecnico di Torino. 

SEBE. A project for the creation of an international competence centre and a common strategy for promoting the use of energy 
sources for the energy production (www.sebe2013.eu). 

Hy Tractor. An innovative project that groups a supply chain of 13 Italian companies with the objective of developing an electric 
hydrogen fuel cell powered (zero emissions) tractor.

GreenIT. Developed by Electro Power System (www.electrops.it) and CSP (www.csp.it), this is the first agile energy system in 
the world equipped with a self-recharging fuel cell for supplying 6 kW of renewable energy 24h a day for high-speed internet 
access in rural areas.

METISOL. This project aims at making a partial steam reforming reactor coupled to a solar concentration system (molten salt 
technology) for the production of methane-hydrogen mixtures (hydro-methane). 

FIT UP. A collaborative project with the goal of demonstrating the technical viability and economic maturity of fuel cell technology 
UPS backup power systems.

Academic Research

Industrial Research & Development

Università di Torino 
www.unito.it
Several university departments are 
conducting interdisciplinary research 
on alternative and renewable energies 
specialising more specifically on: 
• production of biogas, bioenergy and  
 heat from biomasses: field crops,   
 foraging, Short Rotation Forestry or  
 other trees, crop residues, livestock  
 manure and food-proceeding   
 industrial waste 
• characterisation of new low-cost   
 thermal solar panels and comparative  
 studies on the performance of PV   
 technologies in real-life conditions
• purification and storage of hydrogen  
 and other energy-related molecules,  
 especially for fuel cells; study of new  
 materials and techniques for new   
 generation PV conversion systems
• preparation and characterisation of  
 materials with photo-catalytic   
 properties
• study on thermo-electric materials for  
 use in thermal solar power generating  
 system
• industrial research on dye-sensitised  
 solar cells (Grätzel cells or DSSC)
• study on energy saving technologies  
 and applications (thermal and power)
• studies on innovative underground  
 heat exchange for geothermal energy  
 development.

Università Piemonte 
Orientale  
www.unipmn.it
The Department of Science and 
Technological Innovation (DiSIT), and 
the Interdisciplinary Nano-SiSTeMI Centre 
(www.centronanosistemi.it) develop new 
nano-catalysts and materials for fuel 
cells, for the reduction of toxic emissions 
and the production of high added-value 
products starting from raw materials of 
vegetable origin. 
The Nano-SiSTeMI Centre co-ordinates 
a EU project for the development of 
fundamental components of organic 
dye-sensitized solar cells (DSSC). 
Moreover, the Department runs research 
activities on: optimisation of new 
high-performance enzymes for the 
production of 2nd generation bioethanol 
from wood-cellulose biomass in 
collaboration with C5.6 Italy 
(Mossi & Ghisolfi Group); 
experimentation of the cultivation of 
maize and millet from integral shreds 
for biomass for agricultural energy use; 
energy production from biomass 
cogeneration and a solar thermodynamic 
system integrated with biodigestion and 
self-fertilising closed cycle 
phytodepuration; characterization 
of airborne inorganic phases trapped in 
membranes and identification 
of asbestos fibres in different matrixes. 

Chemtex Italia (www.chemtex.com) 
is the Mossi & Ghisolfi Group 
engineering and technology 
development centre of excellence, 
devoted to technological support 
including techno-economical feasibility 
studies of new technologies and 
development of basic engineering.

CRF-Fiat Research Centre (www.crf.it) 
develops collaborative research projects 
on sustainable mobility to increase the 
competitiveness of Fiat Group. 
Research activities span from innovative 
solutions aimed at improving the 
environmental sustainability of internal 
combustion engines, to new ecological 
and recyclable materials for making 
vehicles lighter, to advanced vehicle 
connectivity for integrated safety and 
traffic management, to driving comfort 
and on-board wellbeing. 

Edison - Research Centre Trofarello 
(www.edison.it) 
is one of the leading operators 
in the Italian energy market. 
The scientific-technical areas 
of interest range are: energy efficiency 
technologies, geological storage of CO2, 
low environmental impact generation, 
superconductivity, advanced energy 
storage systems, innovative biomasses 
and photovoltaic systems for terrestrial 
applications.

GM Powertrain Europe (www.gm.com) 
set up its own research centre of 
low emission engines inside the 
Business Research Centre of the 
Politecnico di Torino. It is focusing 
on the integration of GM existing hybrid 
components – motor-generators, 
batteries and control electronics – 
with small diesel engines.

Hysylab (www.hysylab.com) 
is a centre of excellence for hydrogen 
technology and is the most advanced 
laboratory in the Environment Park 
laboratory. Hysylab runs activities 
covering 3 macro areas: hydrogen 
production, hydrogen storage, 
application through different fuel 
cell systems. 

IPLA - Institute for Plants for Wood and 
the Environment (www.ipla.org) 
a technical facility that develops 
innovative actions to support regional 
policies in the field of forestry, 
environment and energy resources. 
It operates in applied research, 
experimentation and management, 
dealing in particular with energy recovery 
from biomasses and waste, 
and development of the forestry-wood 
supply chain. 

Key players
AMIAT (www.amiat.it) 
manages and delivers integrated 
soil hygiene, waste collection 
and disposal services to over 
one million people. 

Avio (www.aviogroup.com), 
the key player in Italian aeronautics 
is also active in the green sector 
by designing and making advanced 
automation and simulation electronic 
systems and components. 
Additional services are provided 
to electric power plants for tackling 
sudden energy demand peaks. 

eComau (www.comau.com) 
develops new energy-efficient automation 
solutions to substantially reduce 
energy consumption, efficiency 
consulting, engineered Green-Fit® 
modifications, along with sustainable 
products and services.

Novamont (www.novamont.com) 
is a world leader in the development 
of products generated from renewable 
raw materials from farms and low 
environmental impact processes. 
The company is also developing 
an innovative model of integrated 
bio-refineries.

SMAT (www.smatorino.it) 
is a leader in integrated water services: 
diversified water procurement sources, 
urban waste water purification and 
reuse systems, cogeneration and 
energy recovery systems. 

Moreover: 
Asja Ambiente (www.asja.biz); 
Biosolar (www.biosolar.com); 
CO-VER Engineering (www.co-ver.it); 
Entsorga (www.entsorga.it); 
Gruppo AMAG (www.gruppoamag.it); 
Heat & Power (www.heat-and-power.com); 
IBT Lighting (www.ibtlighting.com); 
Innotec (www.innotecsrl.net); 
Marcopolo Engineering 
(www.marcopolo-e.com); 
Solesa (www.solesa.eu); 
Thesan (www.thesan.com).

Main features 
of green companies 
in Piemonte

Overview of the green sector 
in Italy and Piemonte 

From the points of view of economy 
and employment, the green sector 
has experienced remarkable growth 
over the past years and has reached 
a level of primary relevance for Italian 
manufacturing. 
Nearly one fourth of all Italian companies 
invested in green technology and products 
in the years from 2008 to 2011. 
This is an obvious indication that the 
future depends on strategies linked to 
innovation and sustainability. Piemonte is 
playing a key role in all areas of 
environmental sustainability. Capitalising 
on the region’s traditional, consolidated 
industrial vocation and acquired 
know-how, local companies have 
developed considerable experience in 
green technologies. 

A dynamic market
Green companies in Piemonte 
are very active, dynamic and 
internationally oriented. 
With the goal of environmental 
sustainability, they offer energy efficiency 
solutions to cut consumption and costs 
and expand renewable energy sources. 
Consulting services are on the rise. 
Results of the energy sector appear the 
most stable and have the highest potential 
for internationalisation. 

International presence
About one third of local green 
companies is already working on foreign 
markets: 56% in EU, 26% in extra EU 
states and 18% in both EU and 
extra EU countries. 
The main targets of local green companies 
within the European Union are Eastern 
European countries, France, Germany 
and Switzerland. Areas outside Europe 
which display the highest margins for 
development are North Africa, Asia 
(mainly China, Saudi Arabia, Israel, 
India and the Middle East) and America 
(USA, Ecuador and Mexico). 

Research & Innovation
The good propensity for R&D investment 
is partially due to the fact that green 
companies in Piemonte are innovative 
and have a strong market presence. 
12% of all companies mostly focus on 
research and innovation, with an R&D 
budget amounting to over a quarter of 
their turnover, while in general, most 
companies (32%) tend to invest about 
10% of their sales revenue in R&D. 
The green sectors as a whole invested 
approximately 300 million euro in R&D 
in 2011 in Piemonte. 1,100 patents 
were filed the same year and 
approximately 21% of the companies was 
involved in national and/or international 
projects over the past two years.

Innovation hubs
Innovation hubs are groups of companies, 
research organisations and supervising 
bodies forming synergic coordination 
tools between the various players in 
innovative processes with the goal 
of addressing regional R&D supporting 
actions. 
There are four environment and 
energy sector hubs in the region:

Enermhy - www.enermhypiemonte.it
For renewable energy and minihydro.

Polibre - www.polibre.it
For renewable energy and biofuels.

Polight - www.polight.piemonte.it
For green building and 
hydrogen technologies.

Polo innovazione del Lago Maggiore - 
www.polodinnovazione.it
For renewable energy systems, 
components and plants.

The internal structures 
of green companies in 
Piemonte are rather varied, 
with a prevalence of SMEs. 
Overall they employ 
around 33,000 people 
and register a turnover 
of € 2.6 billion (in 2011): 
48% declare an income 
of less than € 1 million, 
25% have a € 1-5 million 
turnover and 27% gain 
over € 5 million. 
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               www.ecompaniespiemonte.com - is a project providing 
     international players the shortest way to meet and start 
     business with a selection of top class companies from 
     Torino-Piemonte.

ECOmpanies Team’s assistance is completely free-of-charge. The Team ascertains international 
players’ needs and upon request suggests possible suppliers and arranges matchmaking
activities.

Member companies, selected on the basis of strict and objective evaluation parameters and all 
eager to face the challenge of international markets and advanced technology, are active in 
waste management, water treatment, air and noise control, renewable energy, research and 
consulting.

The project is promoted by the Torino Chamber of Commerce and managed by Piemonte Agency 
with the support of the 4 energy and environment innovation hubs as technical partners (Enermhy, 
Polight, Polibre, Polo Innovazione del Lago Maggiore). 


