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Lake Trasimeno

The charm of the Italian lakes lies entirely
in their peaceful landsecapes, in the
reassuring nearness of the shores, in the
aristocratic  presence of manicured
gardens, and in the way these elements do-
minate the entire landscape, They are little
worlds in miniature, where people and
things have a familiar air,

The townships lining the lake shores are
small architectural gems: tiny roads, hid-
den paths, windows that overlook other win-
dows, houses that cling to one another as if
vying for the scant space available,

The shores of the three largest lakes boast
some splendid architectural marvels such
as the fortress known as the Roceca di An-
gera-or the scented gardens of Villa Taran-
to, which face each other on the opposite
shores of Lake Maggiore.

The Scaligera fortress in Sirmione and the
medieval stronghold in Riva del Garda are
twa rm\ ileged observation points set at the

Bellagio, from whose lmnusn ge

branches of Lake Como.

o less brautiful are the smaller lakes of

Ise and Ona, whose most sumptuous tre-
asures are hidden in the middle of their
waters in the form of two islands that draw
all eyes.

One, Monte [sola, is the largest and highest
island of all of Italy’s lakes. The other, San
Giulio, is dominated by the imposing bulk
of its great seminary, Fascinating
microcosms, surpassed in beauty only by
the Borromeo Islands, the pearls of Lake
Maggiore, which boast grandiose aristocra-
tic mangions.

Lake of Laures

While the north Italian lakes are
characterised by their elongated shapes and
the quasi omnipresence of the Alps, those
of Central Italy-have completely different
landscapes and contours.

Once volcanic craters, their waters are very
deep. And i is this volcanic origin that ex-

sitors can’enjoy peerless views of the two,

plains the characteristic round shapes of
lakes such as Bolsena, Vico and Bracciano,
Lake Trasimeno surpasses them all in size,
but its shallow waters (six metres) reveal
its different origin: millions of years ago a
shellow sea covered this area and Lake
Trasimeno was formed in a depression caused
by geologic fractures,

The biggest lakes in Southern Italy lie by
the shores of the Adriatic: only a slim strip
of sand separates lakes Lesina and Varano,
home to fish and birds of various species,
from the waters ‘of the sea.

But to find the greatest number of lakes we
have to travel all the way back up the penin-
sula to the north, to the Alps: In fact the
mountaing englose, hidden because of the-
ir height, & myriad of small; crystal clear
lakes in which the surrounding Pbakﬂ are re-
flected in all'thup majesty;

Discovering H;psg:glu:es cangbe a deman-
ding enterprise, mqumng Spme; mlauhﬂ)
long climbs. But the effort is amply repaid
by the majestic views of the landscape.
Italy is also a country of rivers, which run
calmly through most of its eities. Along
their banks and at- their mouths there lie
some authentic hidden natural paradises,
which rival the beauty of the magnificent
palazzi in the cities that line the courses of
the various rivers.

Garda Island

Romantic waters

Great tongues of water that make their way
between woods and cliff faces unwilling to
-stand aside, Little villages dotting the sho-

res, ;Sumptuous residences that'dominate
the miost evogative corners, their solitary
presence embellished by an aristocratic fra-
me made up. of centuries-old ftre¢s and per-
fegt gardens, Fragments of land in the'mid-

_ dlmcf thexyater, enchanted islands that have

out of nowhere, little earthly para-

. diﬁes awhere time seems to have stood sill,

Solitary abbeys from whose windows the
charm of the landscape :sconﬂucw¢ to con-
templation,

smaller kin, Lakes Iseo and Orta, all offer
a calm to be enjoyed in an unhurried man-
ner, corer after comer, view after view, en-
chantment after enchantment.

Varenna, Lake Como

Lakes Garda, Maggiore, Lario and their
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